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Chilean Government Terminates Exile Of Allende
Associates &amp; Family
by John Neagle
Category/Department: General
Published: Tuesday, September 6, 1988
On the morning of Sept. 1, the Chilean government ended the obligatory exile of many relatives
and close associates of former President Salvador Allende, who died in a 1973 military coup headed
by Gen. Augusto Pinochet. The measure permits 339 people to return to Chile. Allende's youngest
daughter, Isabel Allende Bussi, arrived in Santiago from Buenos Aires on Sept. 1 after 15 years in
exile. She told reporters she planned a three-week visit, and would participate in activities of groups
calling for a "no" vote in the Oct. 5 plebiscite, and thus denying Pinochet another term as president.
The government announced that at present only 169 Chileans are prevented from returning to the
country. Included are persons who were convicted of national security crimes, and sentenced by
the courts to "banishment" from the country for a specified period. The Sept. 1 announcement was
applied to people exiled by executive decision under state of siege and state of emergency decrees.
Thousands of people were exiled after the regime came to power. In the past five years, most were
reportedly permitted to return after they applied and their individual situations analyzed. Persons
officially exiled were estimated at between 6,000 and 7,000. Many thousands more left the country
for political reasons. Human rights organizations say that the two categories of people and their
families totaled about 200,000 before returns to Chile began. On Thursday afternoon president
of the governing (legislative) council, Adm. Jose Merino, told reporters that exiled communists
who "transgress the law" upon returning to Chile would go "directly to jail." (Basic data from AP,
09/01/88; New York Times, 09/02/88)
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